“Building Together”

Better Together Series

1. Just a Little Faith Will Do
(To Start Building)

In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes,
when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to
the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the
king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you
are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” I was
very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live
forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where
my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?” The king said to me, “What is it you want?”
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the
king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor
in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my
ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.” Nehemiah 2:1-5

2. What Will It Take For Us to
Build?

Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem
lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come,
let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in
disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my
God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied,
“Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. But
when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and
Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed
us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you
rebelling against the king?” I answered them by saying, “The
God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start
rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or
any claim or historic right to it.” Nehemiah 2:17-20

3. Build With Vision

The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of
Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars
in place. They also repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as far
as the Dung Gate. The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son
of Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He rebuilt it and
put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. The Fountain
Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the
district of Mizpah. He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its
doors and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the wall of
the Pool of Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far as the steps
going down from the City of David. 16 Beyond him, Nehemiah
son of Azbuk, ruler of a half-district of Beth Zur, made repairs up
to a point opposite the tombs of David, as far as the artificial
pool and the House of the Heroes. Nehemiah 3:13-16
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