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Romans 12:1

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of  God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God- this 

is your true and proper worship



FOUNDATION, ROOTS AND 
WINGS



Solid 
Foundation for 

Personal 
Righteousness 

Matt 7:13-29



Response to God’s grace is not 
passive

• Narrow gate requires effort to enter 

• Cultivating Patience and Discernment 
requires time and testing  

• Storms of  life will come. Are you prepared to 
have a biblical response?



Matthew 24:12

Because of  the increase of  wickedness, the 
love of  most will grow cold



Roots to Build 
up God’s 
Kingdom 

John 15:1-8 
Colossians 2:6-7 



Christianity is a Community Sport

• The more complex root system the more difficult it 
will be to uproot the plant 

• God’s grace calls us to be active members in His 
Kingdom by our involvement  

• Are we taking what we have been given and sharing 
it with others?



The Redwood Root System

You would think that a 350 foot tall tree would 
need deep roots, but that’s not the case at all with 
the Sequoia sempervirens. Redwood tree roots are 
very shallow, often only 5 or 6 feet deep. But they 
make up for it in width, sometimes extending up 
to 100 feet from the trunk. They thrive in thick 
groves, where the roots can intertwine and even 
fuse together. This gives them tremendous 
strength against the forces of  nature. This way 
they can withstand high winds and raging floods.









Wings to 
Display God’s 

Glory
Isaiah 40:30-31 
Nehemiah 8:10



Christianity is not meant to be a 
drudgery

• If  you want to fly you must jump 

• If  you want to not be weary you must run 

• If  you want to not be faint, you must walk 



Happiness is spontaneous  
Joy is intentional 

• Pleasure/Happiness is a response to a stimuli 

• Happiness is passive and fleeting  

• Joy is a choice  

• It is a choice to see all events as orchestrated by a 
kind and loving Father



Joy believes that God can redeem 
any situation 

• Look for the lessons  

• Look for the blessings  

• Use your situation to 
glorify God



Choosing Joy

• Grief  makes joy 
sweeter  

• Knowing God’s 
grace and mercy 
will sustain us 
during  difficult 
situations 



Sin and Grace Connection

• Romans 6:1-2 

• We don’t get grace until we get our sin 

• “For I am the least of  the apostles and do not even 
deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of  God. But by the grace of  God I am 
what I am, and his grace to me was not without 
effect. No, I worked harder than all of  them- yet not 
I, but the grace of  God that was with me.”         
1Cor 15:9-10



Aging Christians and Scary 
Scriptures

• Hard as we get older-“love of  most grows cold” 

• Narrow gate- “only a few find it” 

• Fruit of  my life-“by their fruit you will recognize them” 

• “Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord will enter… 
but only the one who does the will of  my Father” 

• “Lord did we not prophesy… drive out demons… and 
perform miracles?… I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”



Questions to Ponder

• Are you making every effort (Luke 13:24) to enter? 

• What is the fruit of  your life? Is it eternal? 

• Are you doing the will of  God? 

• Does Jesus know you? Do you know Jesus? Has your love 
grown cold? 

• Do you base decisions on God’s word and his Kingdom? Do 
you confess sin and seek advice? Or on your desires, your skill 
set, your emotions and earthly schedule?  

• Is your Christian life a joy?





God’s Grace Gives Us Gifts That We 
Must Respond

• Solid Foundation for Personal Righteousness  

• Deep Roots to Build up God’s Kingdom  

• Wings that Display God’s Glory



Questions to Ponder

• Are you making every effort (Luke 13:24) to enter? 

• What is the fruit of  your life? Is it eternal? 

• Are you doing the will of  God? 

• Does Jesus know you? Do you know Jesus? Has your love 
grown cold? 

• Do you base decisions on God’s word and his Kingdom? Do 
you confess sin and seek advice? Or on your desires, your skill 
set, your emotions and earthly schedule?  

• Is your Christian life a joy?



Peggy’s Notes

Romans 12:1 
 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of  God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 

Refer to Romans 11:33-35 
God’s Grace is so overwhelming powerful –greater than we can describe or 
imagine and it is amazing that we who are disciples get to receive God’s grace. 
So now that we have it – what do we do? It calls for a response! It is not a 
passive process.  As living sacrifices we are called to live every day, every way, 
as an opportunity to please God in gratitude for what he has already done. 
God’s grace enable us with gifts that require a response 



Foundations of  Individual Righteousness 
Matt 7 :13-14 Look at action words –Gate leads to life – 
that’s the grace but you must enter through it Enter;  Few 
find – It requires effort 
Matt 7:15-23 God’s grace is the good fruit It takes time for 
a tree to develop fruit and for it’s fruit to be seen as good 
Cultivate Patience and Discernment – Being a living 
sacrifice doesn’t happen overnight – Wisdom doesn’t 
happen overnight. Are you actively developing Godly 
Characteristics? Don’t have a TV preacher mentality 
towards Christianity – a good message with lots of  flash 
and bling – Rather develop character slowly based on solid 
biblical principles that are reflected in the tenor of  everyday 
life.  
Scariest Scripture :  Matthew 24:12 Personal action and 
effort  to not grow cold 



Building Character based on Biblical principles is the solid 
foundation   A solid foundation is essential for any building 
to remain standing during storms and earthquakes. How 
prepared are you to meet the storms of  life when they 
come? Not if  they come but when they come?  You need to 
be prepared and getting advice and input before you have 
a problem. Do you have theme scriptures that guide your 
behavior?  Ephesians 4:29   Col 3:23 DO you have 
disciplines that you do regularly? Pray in car together every 
time we get into a car ? Pray every night together. 



Roots In view of  God’s mercy we are called to 
build up his Kingdom 
 John 15 1-8 Colossians 2:7 
Christianity was never designed to be an individual sport. It 
functions best in Community .The more complex the root 
system the more difficult it is to uproot the plant . Are you 
getting strong in God’s grace and using it to feed other roots 
( disciples) around you. We cannot grow by ourselves. God’s 
grace  calls  us to be an active member in God’s kingdom 
by our involvement  Sharing  our quiet times – praying for 
one another. Serving  one another.  



WINGS : In view of  God’s mercy , enjoy his grace 
and search for his blessings 
Isiah 40 31, Neh 8:10  
Christianity was never intended to be a drudgery  but life is 
meant to be filled with joy. 
In order to fly  you must jump – if  you want to experience 
the not fainting  - you must run. If  you want to  experience  
the not fainting you must walk. God will carry you. But 
again it is not passive- it is a life of  active surrender – (1 Chr 
29 1-5) God told David “No – you are not building the 
temple – Look at his response – He made overwhelming 
preparations to make his son successful.  
Joy is found in how we respond to disappointments, in 
tragedy. 
Happiness is passive and fleeting  but joy is intentional  and 
sustaining because it is rooted in who God is and in His 
grace. Look for the joy in the circumstance and how you 
will display God’s grace to those around you.



Danielle’s Notes

As new Christians we were in touch with our sin and what we had 
been saved from 
Eternity and eternal things were so real 
Older its hard- share personally. Out of  touch with sin. Busy, health, 
family challenges 
Fruit- what is the fruit in your life? marriage, priorities in family, godly 
character, becoming more like Jesus, serving the poor, not just saving 
souls but its part of  it for sure 
Religious people won’t make it 
I don’t understand all this will that be me. Will it be you. Has your love 
for eternal things grown cold. What are you passionate about? That 
displays your fruit. April Herrera, Alysha, Diana



Making every effort-I don’t even know what this all means 
but if  we are aren’t fighting for it we might be losing  
fruit- your house, your career, your appearance… don’t 
matter unless used for God. Fruit of  souls… some of  you 
haven’t had a visitor or shared your faith at work in a long 
time and you don’t even think about it. You come to church 
for you to get not to give and serve and save the lost  
How well do you know the Bible. Bible plans on Uversion 
are ok but there is so much more. I think Satan is so alive 
and having great victory in churches. If  he can get people 
to feel ok to be luke warm he has won. This should scare us.  
We used to take our sin seriously, we confessed it and were 
scared by it. We got advice to make sure we were doing 
God’s will and putting first his kingdom. Vacation 
schedules, coming to midweek. Can’t remember last time 
someone called me to get advice about coming to midweek 
but our leaders get so many texts each week-“won’t be there 
tonight”, or no text at all. 



Desires- camping trip 
Skill set- I’m not good at sharing my faith, I’m not ready to 
disciple someone 
Schedule- I’m too busy-and we are! it's so hard. We have to 
be intentional. We have to make every effort. 
It's not about church but about God’s word. Satan also wins 
when we feel set because we are busy going to church. We 
are not playing church it's about obeying God’s Word. I’m 
so concerned if  the next generation will know the Bible. 
Are you a student of  the Bible  
Christianity should be fun.  We see this and realize we need 
to do more fun things, make memories. Sisters starting to 
plan somethings, camping trip is part of  that


