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After eight days had passed, it was time to 
circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb. Luke 2:21



New Year’s Sunday



John 15: 
The Vine and the Branches



‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father 
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the 
Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  John 15:1-9











If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. ‘This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another. John 15:10-17



John 16 
The Holy Spirit



Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if 
I go, I will send him to you…’I still have many things to say to you, but 
you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said 
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. John 16:7,12-15



Communion:  Hebrews 12:1-5 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, 
and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, 
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. In your struggle against 
sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And 
you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children—


