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The Lord’s Favor
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Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. He 
went to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up 
to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written:  Luke 4:14-17
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set 
the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. He began by saying to them, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:18-21
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The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

    and the day of vengeance of our God… 
Isaiah 61:1-2
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…to comfort all who mourn,and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of 
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a 
spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display 
of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and restore the places long devastated; they will 
renew the ruined cities that have been devastated 
for generations. Isaiah 61:3-4
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 

Matthew 5:3-5
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While Jesus was in one of the towns, a 
man came along who was covered with 
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with 
his face to the ground and begged him, 
“Lord, if you are willing, you can make me 
clean.” Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the man. “I am willing,” he 
said. “Be clean!” And immediately the 
leprosy left him. Luke 5:12-13
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Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell 
anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest 
and offer the sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your cleansing, as a 
testimony to them.” Yet the news about him 
spread all the more, so that crowds of people 
came to hear him and to be healed of their 
sicknesses. But Jesus often withdrew to 
lonely places and prayed. Luke 5:14-16
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Good News to the Poor Prayers 
(Physically Poor and Poor in Spirit) 

Communion


